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PRE FACE 


FY, ANY with not take the Pains to read 
much; and many do not thoroughly con fi- 
der, nor well digeſt, what they read, which 


renders their Notions ca e, and —_— 
uncertain what ta conclude. 


I have here endeavoured to make ſuch a ſmall 
Cullection of Meditations and Maxims, from the 
moſt eminent Authors, to be obſerved in the 
Condutt of our Lives, as may be read without 
T. — and — without — 


Such as it is, it Os ſubmitted to the Candor of | 
the Reader. FE : 


The 27th July, 
1761. 
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Se. i 


F RO M ſeveral Texts it is Sh 40 


God commands us to believe, that 


there is an Union, and there i is a Diſtinction; 
but what that Union or What that Diſtinction 


is, all Mankind are equally ignorant, and 
muſt continue ſo, at leaſt till the Day of 


Judgment, without ſome new Revelation. 1 


ſhall repeat the Doctrine of the Trinity, as it 
is poſitively affirmed in Scripture : That God 
is there expreſſed in three different Names, 


as Father, as Son, and as Holy Ghoſt ; that 


each of theſe is God, and that there is but 
one God. But this Union and Diſtinction 


are a Myſtery utterly unknown to Mankind. 
This is enough for any good Chriſtian to be- 


— quiring 


lieve on this great Article without ever en- 
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ſon for our applying ourſelves in this 
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quiring any farther, ſince God himſelf hath | 
pronounced the Fact, but _ concealed | 
. Manner. RO # 


2. Town freely the Weakneſs of my Under- 
ſtanding, though it be unqueſtionable that 


there is Omnipotence and Omniſcience in 
God our Maker, and 1 cannot have a clearer 
Perception of àny thing, than that I am free, 

yet I cannot make Freedom in Man conſiſtent 
with Omnipotence and Omniſcience;in God ; 
though I am as n. nova of bon as 


Wu e l hand, Free Sw given of the 
Conſideration of that Queſtion, | reſolying all 
into this ſhort Concluſion, that if it be, poſſible. 
for God to make a free Agent, then Man is 


free, though I fee not the way of it. 


45 3. | The Foundation of Prayer is laid in the 
Attributes of God; and every Perfection of 
his, Nature, affords a diſtin Ground or Rea- 


to him. His Omaipreſence teaches us that he 


is ever near; His Omniſcience, that he al- 


ways knows our Petitions ; His Omnipotence, 
that 


ET 


1 K 3 
Thatch is able to grant them ; His Gaiduelk . 
that he is willing to give us whatever is for 
our real Benefit and Advantage; His Truth, 
that he will not fail to perform all his gra- 
cious Promiſes; and His Mercy, that he will 
not reject even Sinners when truly penitent; 
but will hear and forgive them upon their fin- 
cere Humiliation and Amendment. Thus all 
the Attributes of God, afford ſo many ſeveral 
Reaſons and diſtin Motives to encourage us, 
at all times, and in all things, to acknow- 
ledge our Dependance upon him, and to ap- 
ply to him continually as the Author of what» 
ever Good \ we er or G for. 


* None ſhould omit t private Prayer Morn; 
ing and Evening, nor frequent Ejaculatichs; ; 
if it took up no more than a Minute or two, | 
it would be a Recollection that we are in the : 
divine Prefence, and contribute to our being 
in the Fear of the Lord all the Day long. 


5. Family Prayer; concerning which may 
be underſtood that Character of Abrabam, 
Geneſis xviii. 19. I know him, that he will 
command his Children, and his Houſhold 

n Os B 2 Aatter 


a7 


after him, and ey ſhall we * Ne of 
the Rok x. 1 


. 6. Publick Prayer in ths Aſſemblies of the 
Church; for the Acknowledgment of God's 
Power and Glory among Men ; which is upon 
Earth the primary and the greateſt part of di- 
vine Worſhip ; as Thankſgiving is the chief 
and larger part. af the ſame W in 


Heaven. 


79 If we Car; receive echt bleed Sa 
crament, and that with a becoming Devotion, 
it will greatly contribute to ſtrengthen and 
n us in our Chriſtian Courſe. 

The Preparation for it will bs a Means to 
preſerve u us from Sin, and to ſpur us on to 
our Duty. And beſides theſe there are other 
Benefits, which God has, in his great Mercy, 
annexed to the faithful Diſcharge of it, 


F irſt, The Pardon of our Sins. 


Becondly, Gd and Acreggth to perform 
our Duty. 


Thirdly, 


E 2 
Thirdly, The Conſequence of both, which is 
Peace of Mind in this Life, and well grounded 
Hopes of everlaſting Happineſs in the next. | 


8. The ſame Conſiderations which prompt 
us to make our Prayers to God in all our 
Wants, do ſufficiently demonſtrate that we 
ought to return Thanks unto him for all the 
Bleſſings which we have received: the only 
Demonſtration of a truly thankful Heart to 
God, is the making a pious and honeſt Uſe, 
to his Glory, of all thoſe Bleſſings which we 
daily receive from him: Nor can there be any 
thing more abſurd, than for a Man to pretend 
to give God Thanks with his Lips, who does 
not alſo do it more to the Purpoſe in his Life. 


9. When worldly Thoughts break in upon 
us, (as too often they will) we muſt reject 
them, and calmly return to God; nor ſhould 
we diſquiet ourſelves upon Account of fuch 
Frailties, for to reject other Thoughts that 
we may perſevere in our Application to God, 
is no inconſiderable Part of Devotion: It is a 
Fruit of our Deſire to adhere to him, and as 
=y cannot but be acceptable in his Sight. 
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after him, ad yy ſhall wet hs W e of 
the , 1 


6. Publick Prayer in the Aſſemblies of the 
Church; for the er e of God's 
Power and Glory among Men; which is upon 
Earth the primary and vb greateſt part of di- 
vine Worſhip ; as Thankſgiving is the chief 
and larger part 4 the ſame Worſhip in 
Heaven. F | 
F. If we frequently receive the bleſſed Sa- 
crament, and that with a becoming Devotion, 
it will greatly contribute to eee and 
confirm us in our Chriſtian Courſe. 


The Preparation for it will be a Means to 
preſerve us from Sin, and to ſpur us on to 
our Duty. And beſides theſe there are other 
Benefits, which God has, in his great Mercy, 
annexed to the faithful Diſcharge of it, 


F hs The Pardon of our Sins. 


— G and reg to RE 
our Duty. 


Third! y. 


Tx) 


Thirdly, The Conſequence of both, which is 
Peace of Mind in this Life, and well grounded 
Hopes of everlaſting Happineſs in the next. 


8. The ſame Conſiderations which prompt 
us to make our Prayers to God in all our 
Wants, do ſufficiently demonſtrate that we 
ought to return Thanks unto him for all the 
Bleffings which we have received: the only 
Demonſtration of a truly thankful Heart to 
God, is the making a pious and honeſt Uſe, 
to his Glory, of all thoſe Bleflings which we 
daily receive from him: Nor can there be any 
thing more abſurd, than for a Man to pretend 
to give God Thanks with his Lips, who does 
not alſo do it more to the Purpoſe in his Life. 


9. When worldly Thoughts break in upon 
us, (as too often they will) we muſt reject 
them, and calmly return to God; nor ſhould 
Wi. diſquiet ourſelves upon Account of ſuch 
Frailties, for to reject other Thoughts that 
we may perſevere in our Application to God, 
is no inconſiderable Part of Devotion: It is a 
Fruit of our Deſire to adhere to him, and as 
ſuch, cannot but be acceptable in his Sight. 
; 10. 


10. We worſhip God beſt, when WC ICn 
ſemble him moſt. | 


11. We ought not to name God, without 
a Senſe of him upon our Minds, 


12. The Creator. of the World can be un- 
der no Confinement to any Place in it. 

13. We have abundant Reaſon to be aſ- 
ſured that God 1s intimately and immediately 
preſent every where; and that he takes effec- 


tual Care of us, at all Times, and in all - 


Places, every where, and upon all Occaſions, 
both in our natal and our dying Hour, as well 


when we go out of this World, as when we 
come into it. | 


14. Do not chiefly regard the Inſtruments 
of your Troubles, which will be apt to pro- 


voke Impatience 3 but rather the ſupreme 
Diſpoſer of them. 


16 The Scripture very inftrucively de- 
Jeribes the whole of Religion by that com- 
„ 8 


prehenſive 


K 
prehenſive 3 n ber God, 
: which ſignifies, a conſtant ſerious Senſe-of the 


divine Preſence upon our Minds, producing 
a n S n an e 


fi 


1 wh Ling his An as a iow Principle, that 
Gad is in every thing we ſee, in every * 
rechen, ann 0 


1 Aba no hows een une go: 
nerally. agreed on, nor more juſtly required 
by God. Almighty; than a perfect Submiſſion 
to his Will in all Things ; nor do I think any 
Diſpofition of Mind can either pleaſe him 
more, or become us better, than that of being 
ſatisfyed with all he gives, and contented. with! 
all he takes away : None, I am ſure, can be 
of more Honour to God, nor of more Eaſe 
to ourſelves. 


18. If we take our Rule of Living from the 
Scriptures, and endeayour all we can to con- 
form ourſelves to the Chriſtian Morality, our: 
bleſſed Saviour, through whom we may ex- 
pect to have all our Tranſgreſſions of that 
Rule . will render our Sincerity and 

Repentance 


| Repentance as aces to God as 8 5 
Obedience. 4 n THERE 


19. 11 is the MIN Aſſiſtance of God's 
Holy Spirit refiding and dwelling in us, which 
ſecures all the other Bleſſings and Benefits of 
the Goſpel to us, and conducts us ſafely 
through all the Temptations of this World, 
and the Difficulties of a Chriſtian Courſe, to 
the End of our Faith, the eternal Salvation 
of our Souls. For which Reaſon the Spirit 
of God dwelling i in good Men, . and evidenc- 
ing itſelf by its genuine Fruits and Effects, 
the Graces and Virtues of a good Life is ſaid 
to be the Pledge and Earneſt of our future 
Inheritance, and of a bleſſed Reſurrection to 
eternal Life, and to ſeals ns up to the Dey of 
Redemption. 


20. The holy Angels are Spirits ſent from 
Heaven above-into this Earth ; chiefly to mi- 
niſter to, or to do all good Offices, both cor- 
poral and ſpiritual, for all truly faithful Per- 
ſons. That the Providence of God in the 
Government of this lower World, and there- 


in more eſpecially: of the Children of Men, 


* 


50 L and 


1. 


fear him, is in great part adminiſtered by the 
holy Angels, is plainly aſſerted in very many 
Places of Scripture, e XXiv. 7. and man 
rc. 9, ID, 1, 12. 


All hap od Miu! have chelp Anktds is 

Heaven to protect and defend them, 9 
the Miniſtry of Angels be now for the moſt 
Part inviſible, yet to the obſervant it is not al- 
gether indiſcernible, we may trace the Foot- 
ſteps of this er P rovidence over us in ny 
Inſtances, ” 0 | 


Firſt, How often may we have obſerved 
ſtrong, laſting, and irreſiſtable Impulſes upon 
our Minds, to do certain things we can ſcarce 
for the preſent tell why or wherefore, the 
Reaſon and good Succeſs of which we afrer- 
wards vac ſee, 


FOI There are oftimies ſudden and 
unexpected Accidents, as we call them, caſt 
in our way to direct us from certain Enter- 
prizes we are juſt ready to engage in, the 
Illconſequence whereof we do afterwards, 


C = but 


of thoſe who love! and 5 | 


12 J 

but not till then, apprehend, Aﬀts xi, 12, &c. 
Eccleſ. v. 4, &c. From theſe and the like 
Texts of Scripture, I cannot but judge it highly 


probable, that every faithful Perſon at leaſt 
hath his particular good Angel, appointed by 


God over him, as the Guardian and Guide 


| a his Life. 


Hin faggot to the F aithful good T wha 


and Aﬀections, and excite to good Works and 


Actions, and take notice of their Prayers and 


good Works on Earth, and report, comme- 


morate, and repreſent them before God in 


Heaven, Luxe xv. 10. 


- 


It is plain the Prayers and Tears of Peni- 


tents are ſoon reported in the Court of Heaven 


among the holy Angels; and by whom can 
we conceive the Report to be made but by 


one of their own bleſſed Society, carrying 
the welcome News from Earth to Heaven ? 
Aclo E 


What a mighty Support and Comfort will 
this be to us, if our Conſciences bear witneſs 
to our Integrity in all Dangers, Diſtreſſes, 


i 2 "al. 


1 


and Necefſiies, and in the Hour of Death, 1 
for the good Angels of God ſhall go along 

with us in the whole Courſe of our Lives, 
never leaving us; and when we breathe out 
our laſt, they ſhall watch over our Souls, and 
they ſhall ſafely convey them into Abraham's 


Boſom. 


Us The We” of God ond, * Love 2 
Neighbour, if chearfully attended to, will 
eaſily grow into a compleat Syſtem of Reli- 


gion. The Love of God is the firſt and great 


Commandment. If we love God, and con- 


ſider Him as the Lord and Governor of the 


World, our Love will ſoon become Obedi· | 


ence : If we eonſider Him as. wife, good, and 
gracious, our Love will become Honour and 
Adoration : If we add to theſe our own na- 
tural Weakneſs and Infirmity, our Love will 


teach us Dependance, and prompt us in all 


our Wants to fly for Refuge to our great Pro- 
tector. And thus in all other Inſtances may 
the particular Duties be drawn from this ge- 
neral Principle. Prayer and Praiſe, and other 
parts of divine Worſhip, which are Acts of 


meſe Duties, are ſo en connected to them, 
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ans to our Superiors, beComes Honour and 


4 >» x: 
that- there is no need of ſhowing andy 


concerning them, how they flow: mat this 
n Commandment. Ae, Stig i 


The Lore of our Neigtibaur, v with re- 


Reſpect, and ſhews itſelf in a chearful Obe- 


dience, and a willing Submiſſion to the Com- 


mands of Authority: Love with reſpe& to 


our Equals is Friendſhip and Benevolence; 


towards Inferiors tis Courteſy and Condeſcen- 
tion : If it regards the Happy and Proſperous 


tis Joy and Pleafure, which Envy cannot 


corrupt: If it looks towards the Miſerable tis 


Pity and Compaſſion ; ; *tis a Tenderneſs which 
will diſcover itfelf i in all the aa 'of 1 
and m > 

2 3. Let us live che Life of 5 Riesen 
that our laſt End may be like his, which is 


the only way of difarming Death of his Ter- 
rors. How ealy | is every Condition of Life 


to him who is not afraid of leaving it ? Is his 
Lot one continued Scene of Calamities, does 
he now go on his way weeping, and find 


none to pity him ? He c can retire within him- 


ſelf. 


3 1530 . 
ſelf for 18 own Comfort, with this pleafing 
Reflection, that a few rolling Years (at fartheſt, 
how much ſooner God only knows) will of 
the Scene of his Life and Misfortunes toge- 
ther, and tranſlate him from this Seat of Sor- 
row, to thoſe Realms of Bliſs, where all Tears 
ſhall be forever FIR from! = "”—_— PO OY 


9 
* "ne 2 * po 
1 : & af 4 

6. «© 


T7? 


„Bü on the other bags is e at caſe in his 
Dwelling ? Not to be afraid of Death wilt in- 

finitely improve his Felicity ; "this will give 
| him a Serenity of Soul, a conſtant Habit of 
Chearfulneſs, 1 uch as the World And all "Its 
Pomps and Allurements cannot give; for he 
that hath ſecured an Intereſt in andther World, 
is very little anxious about this; and turns 
every Accident, every Loſs, and even Death 
itſelf,” to his Advantage. What tho! (ſays he) 
Jam cut off in the midſt of my Days from 
the Land of the Living; I could indeed have 
lived longer t to my own Satisfaction, and the 
Comfort of my Friends, but to die and be 
with Chriſt is till far better. Wlien the Bu- 
fineſs of the Day is over, he lays himſelf down 
in Peace, and compoſes himſelf to Reſt, in 


ſore and certain Confidence of the divine Fa- 


your, 


35 144 
vour, not at all ſolicitous about the Perils of 


we FB indifferent i in his Choice to ſleep 


a 
»:. © 


24. Relieving the Poor, and giving of Alms, 
is. a Duty more often and earneſtly. preſſed 
perhaps chan any other throughout the Holy 
Scripture. Every Day then, or at leaſt every 

Week, be ſure you fail not to lay aſide ſome- 
thing for charitable Uſes, in a ſufficient Pro- 
portion to the worldly Subſtance God | hath 
blefled | you with. Be careful to diſtribute it 

(not to every idle or vagrant Beggar) but to 
fuch as you can find to be the trueſt Objedd 
of Fg and cen, 1 


2 25. Charity is a HE Emulation, Ry Be- 
neficence is the cloſeſt Copy which Man is 
capable of making of the Divinity of God, 
The Dictates of Nature furniſh us with Ar- 

guments in its behalf, and the inward Plea- 


ſure flowing from it, is not only Encourage- 
ment but Reward, 


26. Acts of Chariry are the beſt Deeds of 
Sexlemong and gain- the Prayers and Blef- 
fings 


161 


fings of thoſe to whom we lend our Charly, 


which is no ſmall thing; for God hears the 
Prayers of the Deſtinne, hs his * is "_ | 
to their Cry, 


2. To do Good to others is a tappy Op: 
WO of doing Good to qurielves. —__ 


Þ 8. The deen we - have relieved a are the 
ſureſt Support 3 in ur on. 


4 
8 


29. A benefider is 2 — of 
God, 


30. A Man's being injuriqus to me, is no "71 
good Reaſon why I ſhould be uneaſy to my-. 5 


£ 


37+ To err, is . > to forgive 0 divine. | | 


32. Let us 1 in our Breaſts that 4 
happy and godlike Temper of Forbearance | 
and Candour, which will contribute ſo much 
to our inward Peace now, and to our final 
Forgiveneſs and Happineſs heregfter. 
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Breaſt; and yet propoſe to Wn te be faved 
at the lame time, 


146 Let it not de grievous 10 thee, to hum- 
ble and ſubmit thyſelf © the capricious Hu- 


mours of Men whom thou converſeſt with 


in this World: But fo compeſe thy Mind as 
readily and meekly to comply with the Com- 
mands of thy Superiors, the Defires of thy 
Equals, the Requeſts of thy Inferiors, to do 


for all what lawfully thou mayſt, and to en- 


dure patiently whatever they _ hy n 


wot th de te hee. 


x6 Pins e is dhe nn Mik 
a bright Reaſon and elevated Soul, as being 
the natural Conſequence of them. 


* 


16-Vin thee jeanatble in Makers 0h 


common Life and daily Practice, who take 


care to make their Carriage inoffenſive, ob- 
liging, who are not ready to entertain ill Re- 
ports of Men, much leſs to diſperſe them; 
who whiſper about nothing to ſet Friends and 


Neighbours 


\ 


TJ 
Neighbours at variance : who mind their own 
Buſineſs, without intermeddling much in the 
Concerns of others; who can take a ſlight 
Affront or Injury in Converſation without re» 


ſenting it, and even a great one e without re- 
ting it. 18 2 ay” by * D. n * * © y 
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8 37. The true Art of Converſation ſeems to 
be this, an appearing Freedom and Openneſs 


with a reſolute Reſervedneſs as little appearing 
as poſlible, 


38. It requires a good Temper to endure 
e Spirits: but theyt are baſk \ 
lenced by Silence, ig. RE. 

1 


39. 1 is moſt e and moſt politic, 


and moſt prudent, as the beſt Rule for an 
caſy Paſſage through the World, which at 


beſt is troubleſome enough, neither to pro- 
voke, nor be provoked. - 


40. Goodnature is ſeen in a Diſpoſition ta 
fay and do what one thinks will pleaſe or 
profi others. 


D „ 


* * 4 
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41. . Govabrnethng ry OY 1 h B. 
thing one thinks way hoes Re ha * 
Res, MOL. ue | 


® * 
on - © . 
"4; SF 
bo) a Y. -* 
* 0 * 
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. He that is wary and cautious in His 
Talk, thinking ſeriouſly before he opens his 
Mouth, and taking care to offend neither God 
nor Man by what: he ſpeales, preſerves his 
Mind from a great deal of Trouble, and ür. 
ſelf from dangerous Diſtreſſe. 


43. A pee vill Temper quarrels with the 
Meigs it diſcovers, with its Friends, itſelf, 
and defeats the Labour of Providence for i its 
Satisfaction, 


44. A Hod Temper ſurveys every thing 
in 5 hs worſt Light, and can diſcover no Bleſs 
ſings. Wy 


45. The Inijailens feel as much U See 
from the flow Approach of Pleaſure, as men 
do from the Deſpair of it. 


t * 2 | | | 46. 


1 90 


e The more any Man governs his Paſ- 

ions, che more calm and ſedate his Spirit is; 
and the greater Equality he maintains in his 
Temper, his Apprehenſion of Things will be 
more clear and unprejudiced, and his Judge 

ment more firm and _ 00. ee 


: i 8 6 
* ? ; 


47. Eva: ding bern tntoletuble to the 

Man who. is once ſubdued by Grief. He re- 

rets what he took no Pleafure in enjoying; 

and overloaded already, he ſhrinks at the 
3 of a AN. : 


48. Let your * Fate be your ate fo 


. is n more reaſonable and Fru- 


49. „ The doc of Fornide is confeſſed ond 


| by the Miſerable ; for the Happy impute all 
theit Succeſs to Prudence or Merit. 


Fo. A wiſe Man ſtands firm in all Extre- 
mities, and bears the Lot of his Humanity 
ms a divine Temper. 
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99 1. We ſhould manage our Fortune as qur | 
Cedis enjoy it when good, have Pa- 
tience when tis bad, and never apply violent 
9 but in . of Naarn D 


— „ — W £©, 0 Ku. * 
8 7 a — 12 40 N 


52. 3 not . 0 1 be Pa” You 


| leſt the Pain of purchaſing them, exceed the 


WO thou haſt The Faint | 


* 


5 3. | Moſt Pleaſures, Like Flowers when 


gathered, VVV 
4 — — a A ch 2 4 3 7 


5.4. It is equivalent to the n of Plea- 
dur not to Lane in need of any. 


* 815 
> 1828818 * 981 1 


5 391 1 


5 5. He that hath Pleas in himſelf, is 
pleaſed with every thing; and he that wants 
that Pleaſure is pleaſed with nothing: 
chink and act reaſonably will give a * 


Pleaſure i in himſelf; and is the ſure Way to 


be Kappy 


** wy, 


+> wan 
WS 


Es PSY Men, who „ poſicls all tha 3 


of Life, are in a State where there are many 
Accidents to diſorder and diſcompoſe, but 


* 73 PP FR. 7 few 
a 


N 


will make it juſt the ſame a whetherove 
pollen more or dll 


„ A Bios _ 183 fx * INT 4% TRIIWVe 
2 Nin 14 Ty! 11 4 


1. Ic is 12 the Obſer vation, to When 


Man fret in his Palace, and torment himſelf; 


that makes us rr. r dee 1 £9 
vg To Fg 7 Rag is to 3 — 0 des 


. N E. | 4. 1 % e 4 
10 — 6 *. bg he , of 


LS. 241 nt 


Sinners Mortification-;- for Vice can never be 

happy in the N of Reaſon. 

* He * 8 1 in a W 

and finc ere Regard to all God's Commands, 

is an immediate Servant and Imitator of Him, 

| a Promoter of his Glory, and of the Etabliſh- 
gn of his I * Fark. 


gw. 


<4 
2 # 


the e of his Sands. 3: 12.2 f 2d yam 
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92 arg 4 
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few to pleaſe vhs out a very few Years — 


che poor Man fing to his Plow, and the rich 


this ſhews it is the Mind, not the Fortune, 


n ang to on Wich thoſe whom we love. qa 
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| Conſorjoence of Deformity; and th 


what a Perſon cannot avoid, he ſhould learn 
not to regard: he ſhould bear it like a Man, 
forgive it as a Cheiſtian, apd'confider it it as a 
be e E | x. 4 T, 


288 


6 3. When we 1 our OW out of : nds 
we ſhall enter into another World, and clearly : 


* 


| behold the moſt cloudy Day, the darkeſt 


Diſpenſations, che ſharpeſt Trials and Afffic- 
tions that ever we groaned (and which many 
times we were ready to faint" and fink) under, 
God was Rs.) for our Good. YON. rend 


I 4.01 


ot 


64. Man is els unto to Trouble, as the Sparks. 
fly u upwards the Truth of this Saying ' we 


every one of us find and feel every Day we 


live by our ſad Experience. But we ſhould 


93 


eonfider there is a directinę Hand of Provi- 


dence in every thing which befals us: He or- 


ders our Lot, and puts us into that Condition 


which we are in, whatever it be; and we 
may be ſure that theſe AMiRions which befal 


us, are more for our Good, than an uninter- 
rupted 


3 In) 
Fnpicd Stark” Df Eafe and FPlefdre wool bel 
and will certainly, unleſs it be thre” our on 


Fault, work for us a far more . and 5 
eternal Weight of ye. Cos. : 


; "+ : 
Coe: PR ' WR "i FY * 
s » , » * , . * 
+ *. „„ wo 34: „ 


. God not Volz removes Evils from the 
Faithful, but ſupplies chem with all things. 
If they are fit for a proſperous Condition they 
thall have it, and that with God's Bleffing ; 
but if a meaner Condition be more conye- 
nient for them, they ſhall be made happy 
therein. If at any time Afflictions be needful 
they ſhall taſte of the Goodneſs of their hea- 
venly Father even in them ; they ſhall be 
fupported under them, and made better by 
them, and in God's due Time delivered from 
them. If God tries them he will aſſiſt them 
in the Tryal, and crown them after it, di- 
reAing them in all Difficulties, comforting 
them in all Sorrows and Diſtreſſes, bleſſing 
all earthly Enjoyments that he gives them, 
and ſupplying the Want of thoſe that he thinks 
fit to deny them with greater Bleſſings. For 
divine Providence will ſo order all the Occur- 
rences of the pig. Man' s Life in this World, 


as 


8141 
25 tha beſt conduce to his E oy | 
in the ee 24 1 | J 


_ 0 


66. Hope, deceitful as it is, carries us 
chro Life ROO _ 


he. When he. . even 1 the wiſe 
and prudent, are accompliſhed, how often 
does Experience deſtroy che Scene which an 
Waere had e. 


6s. Rnow thyſelf Nothing t too much ; 
2 Contention and Debt. 


69. All Anger is fooliſh ; and a ſhort Fit 
of Madneſs, betrays us to great Indecencies; 
and whereas it is intended to hurt others, the 
Edge of it turns upan ourſelves. 


| 70. Moderation in Diet, Sleep, and Exer : 
ciſe, are ſpecial Means to prolong and make . 
healthful our Days. | 


71. Whatever Bufineſs you have at any 
time been doing, or Recreation you have been 
taking, or whatever Company you have been 


a 231 
i, as ſoon as you can recolle& the feveral 
Circuniſtances of what 1 is paſt, and ſeriouſly 
conſider, whether or no you have miſbe- 
haved yourſelf in any particular Inſtance 4 
and if you have, then beg God's Pardon, and 
reſolve to be more careful for the future, and 


give God the Glory of What you have done 5 
well. 


3 „Watch chefefore; For y ye know not what 
Hour yout Lord doth come; None is excel- 
lent Advice, in what Senſe ſoever 
ſtand the Coming of our Lord; whether We 
apply i it to the Hour of our Death, or the Day 

of Judgment, till it concerns us to be careful in 
doing our Duty, and diſcharging that Truſt 
which is committed to us, that we may give 
up our Accounts with Joy. 


73. Conſcience is a Ray of the Deity ſhin- 
ing in our Hearts, to ſhew us the Way to 
Heaven, happy they who follow its Gui- 
dance: they will advance from leſſer to 
greater Degrees of Light, till at lerigth they 


ar rive at the Beatific 2 


1 


e under- 5 
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74. Whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould 
do to you, do ye even ſo to them, for this is 
the Law and the Prophets. This Rule is of, 

univerſal Extent; it binds both to negative and 
affirmative Duties; it teaches both what we _ 
are to do, and what we are not to do: A 
Man who is governed by it in all his Actions, 
can no more be failing in the Offices of Kind- 
neſs, than in the Offices of Juſtice : For this 
is all which is required of us by God; to do 
as we would be done unto; and not to do 
that to another which we would not have 
| done unto us. 


75. The Goſpel hath made full and clear 
Promiſes to this Purpoſe, that if we believe 
the Goſpel, and will forſake our Sins, and 
amend our wicked Lives, all that is paſt ſhall 
be forgiven us; and that Chriſt died for this 


| End, to obtain for us Remiſſion of Sins in his 
Blood. 


76. We ſhould endeavour to ſet as looſe as 
we can from this World, which we muſt fo 
ſoon go out of; ſuch an Indifference of Mind 
= -.- 


[ 27 ] 
well becomes us all whatever our Condition 
is, conſidering: what a very ſhort while we 

have ta ſtay here. 


77. It is of great. uſe to reflect, that the 
Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures, which we 
are apt ſo eagerly to purſue, when paſt leave 
no Advantage behind them; and that the 

Pains, Miſeries, and Troubles, which we ſo 
carefully avoided, when they depart from us 
carry all their Miſchief along with them : fo | 
that it is equal, when a-Man comes to die, 
whether he ſpent all his time in Pleaſures and 
Delights, lying at his eaſe on Beds of Down, 
or whether he had lain all his life-time tor- 
mented upon a Rack; whether he lived a 
King or a Beggar; fo great are the Vanities 
of the one Condition, ſo ſhort the Miſeries of 
the other, | 


78. Rural 5 and philoſophical 
Meditations will make your Hours glide 
{moothly on. 


79. O ! the ſweet Contentment, | the Tran+ 
quility , and profound Reſt of Mind, that he 
E 2 enjoys, 


. Oo es EE Ca hae 
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enjoys, who is a Friend # God (and towhom 2 
God therefore is a Friend) who hath gotten 
looſe from all meaner Purſuits, and i is regard- | 
leſs of all lower Advantages, that interfere 
with his great Defign of knowing and loving 
God, and being known and beloved by him; 
who lives as in his Sight always, looks up to 
him in every Step of his Conduct, imitates 
him to the beſt of his power, believes him 
without Doubt, and obeys him without Re- 
ſerve ; defires to do nothing but what is agree- 
able to his Will, and reſolves to fear nothing 
beyond or beſide his Diſpleaſure; who hath 


reſigned all his Paſſions and Appetites to him; 
all his Faculties and Powers; ; and given up 


his Soul to be poſſeſſed by him without a 
Rival. Surely ſuch an one hath within his 
Breaſt that divine Peace which paſſeth all Un- 
derſtanding, is inconceivable by thoſe who 
are Strangers to it, and inutterable even by 
thoſe upon whom it reſts ; this Peace i is to be 


underſtood only by being enjoyed. 


80. Every ching is the Work of God, 
is about by his immediate Hand, or by 


the i of inferior Agents appointed by 
i him 4 ; 


wt „„ 
him; nothing is ſo minute as to eſcape his 
Obſervation ; nothing ſo mean as not to en⸗ 


Sage his Care. . 
0 
\ 
81. Ge is as ready, as he is able, to 
do every thing that is needful for us; and 
without his Permiſſion and Appointment 
no Snare can entrap us, no Calamity can 
cruſh us, no Evil can approach to hurt 
1 „ 


82. Grief for things paſt that cannot * 
remedied; and Care for things to come 
that cannot be prevented; may eafily hurt, 


can never benefit me, I will therefore commit 


myſelf to God in boch, and er the Nr 
ſent. 


83. He who by a Life of Prayer main- 
tains a Communion with God ; and by daily 
Meditation has his Converſation in Heaven, 
may meet Death with Neßre and Joy. As 

it 


4.5 
it is only ates into that State of per- 


fection and ee, which his Soul thirſted 
"tor. 


84. The greateſt Pleaſure on this fide 
Heaven lies in an even and ſerene, a calm, 
compoſed and ſteady Mind, that is inwardly 
at reſt, and by Conſequence at leiſure to en- 
joy all outward Comforts ; that hopes the 
beſt, and is prepared for the worſt ; enjoys 
the preſent, and is not anxiouſly concared 
for-the future ; ſuch a Temper of Mind is the 
greateſt Bleſſing God can beſtow upon a Man, 
becauſe it gives the Taſte and Reliſh to all 

| other Wen 


z. Men ought to have no other Buſineſs 
to do in Sickneſs than to die. 


86. God hath punctually and exactly de- 
termined the Time of our Death; to a very 
Minute his all-wiſe Providence diſpoſeth of 
the meaneſt and ſmalleſt Concernments of 
b our 


FP 311 
our Lives, and therefore much more Gf Gir 
Lives thetnſelyes.” * 9920 „ ee NY 24 = T4k j- 211 


W — 


And as 0d hath appointed the exaQ Hout, 
ſa alſo the particular Manner of our Death; 
whether it ſhall be ſudden or foreſeen; y 
Diſeaſe, or by Caſualty; all the Citcuin 
ſtances are of God's Appointment, © 5 s well? as 
our Death itſelf. TS TI 35 
87. There is Reaſon enough ai we Wolle 
be well contented to die in any Age of our 
Life. If we are young, we have taſted the 
beſt of it : if in our middle Age, we have not 
only enjoyed all that is defirable of Life, but 
almoſt all that is tolerable : If we are old we 
are come to the Dregs of it, and do but ſee 
the ſame things over and over again, and con- 
es with leſs Pleaſure. | 


88, Life muſt end one time or other; and 


when i it doth, what will i it avail that we have 
lived * 


by We are hoc reminded of our 
Moraliy, by wy Inſtances of thoſe who 
drop 


N 1 
drop off before us in every Stage of Life. F Fo ot 
neither Youth nor Vigour; neither Piety nor 


Power, is Defence ſufficient againſt this fatal 
Blow, that not any; not even the greateſt, 
nat even the beſt, can have any Pretence to 
think thenſelyes exempted from a Deſtiny; 
which i 18 inflited without Distinction upon 
0 Perſons of all Ages, all Conditions, and all 
Conſtitutions; : and of this we have Experi- 
ments without Number, the fulleſt Evidence 


that can ly be given. 


* N 
1 


| Death, which to mere Nate is to ghaſtly 
and formidable, is a Bleſſing and Privilege i in 
the Eye of Faith, and to them who die in the 
Lord. Their Works do not only follow. them 
at a Diſtance, but keep them Company, g 
with them Hand in Hand, and render 15 
Dead bleſſed from the very Moment of their 
ng in the Lond, > \ | 0 
90. The Thread of Life is of a 1 fine 

and tender ontexture; ſevered in a Moment 


by the Scythe of Death; and then where 19 
all our earthly Felicity. 


by 


1 «fla oy 
L 33 } 
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91 * It is very hard to part with Friends. 
and Relations who are dear to us, but we 
| muſt conſider we ſhall find a great many more 
in the Place Whither we are going; and that 


ſent, for the Number of tlioſe we leave ber 


hind is not comparable to thoſe we ſhall meet 


with in the other World; W here there are 
many of our Kindred, who were before out 
Time, and as yet we have never ſeen. And 


as for thoſe whoſe Society we now enjoy, we 


muſt remember, that the Separation will be 
hort; for they are ravelling the ſame Road, 
and will follow us apace. 


8 Where Saint Paul deſired to be when 
departed, there he then was, and there 


now is, and that not alone, but with all thoſe 


which ever, departed i in the ſame Faith with 
Him, and that is with Chriſt, who ſitteth at 
the Right-Hand of God. This Happineſs, 
which the Saints enjoy between the Hour of 
their Death and the laſt Pay, is the Partial, 
Eternal Iain. 


we are rather parted from our Friends at pre- 
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03. At the Time of the general Judgment 
there ſhall be an univerſal Reſurrection of the 
Bodies of all thoſe who have died, and a 


Change of thoſe who ſhall be then alive: but 
whether all the ſame individual Particles of 
each Man's Body, which have been laid down 
in the Earth, ſhall be raiſed and re- united 


again to their Souls, look upon to be a need- 


lefs Inquiry: What Saint Paul ſays upon this 
Argument, 1 Cor. xv. 35. does abundantly 


ſatisfy me ; the Purport of whoſe Words I 
take to be this, viz. that God, who being 
the Author of Nature, has given ſuch a vege- 
tative Power to a Grain of Corn, that when 
it is thrown into the Ground, and there ma- 


cerated and diſſolved, it ſprings up again, and 


brings forth a Body ſuitable and proper to it- 
ſelf; that that ſame God both can and will 
at the laſt Day, from the dead and diflolved 
Bodies of Men, raiſe up ſuch Bodies as hal 


gu himſelf. 


94. There is one day to be a general 
Judgment of all Mankind before the Tribunal 


of - Chriſt, where every Man muſt receive 


his | 


4 


his Sentence for eternal either Happineſs or 


Milery, as the holy Scripture. does affure us. 


* 


\ 


95. Accoriling to the Degrees of every 


Man' s Holineſs and Virtue in this Life, will - 


be the Degrees of his Happineſs in the next. 


|”; O bleſſed Time |! ! when we ſhall enter 


upon the Poſſeſſion of all that Happineſs and 


Glory, which God hath promiſed, and our 


Faith hath believed, and our Hopes have 


raiſed us to the e of. 


97. No Inhabirane of Heaven without the 
Flame of facred Love, no ſingle Spirit un- 
hyely or unbeloved. 


If ever they ſhould be ſent on any Meſlige 
to other Worlds, yet mY never wander from 
the Sight of heir God, 


| 98. It "PRO very 3 to think they 
are much acquainted with the great Turns of 


Providence to the Saints, that bring Glory to, 


God in eminent Mercies and Deliverances. 
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Tit erte and the Conde Kü a 
Saints under them. 


Much of the ſpecial Care God takes chk 
them, and 1 in the Fulfilling his Promiſes. 8 


The Converſion of Sinnes gs 
Their Growth and Advancement in Grace, 
Their great and ſanctified Afflictions. | 


> ? . » * 9 #® 
Their more than ordinary Petitions. 


Some peculiar Bleſſings for their Sakes upon 


their righteous Seed which they have left be- 
hind. 


It is likely they may know when we are 
coming home by Death, before we know it 
e when the Death-Warrant is given 


out, and when the Guards are appointed to 


attend, and bring the Soul ſafe i into Abraham” 8 
Boſom; and no 40 0b but the Inhabitants of 
that Place do Behr welcome them in. 
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$9. ic we bunte to aber our tenſe 
ges mall not only be eratified with faitable 
and acceptable Objects, and confequiently out 
Capacities of Happineſs as well increafed as 
filled; the Felicity we ſhall there poſſeſs mall 
be made up of the Confluence Perfection, and 
1 Perpetuity of all t true Joys; for Heaven will 
make us happy, not (as Fhiloſophy pretends 
to do) by the Confinement, but by the Frui- 
tion of our Deſires; which ſhall neither fail 
in the Choice of their Objeas, nor miſs of 


5 the Enjoyment of them, but be both uner- 


ringly Juſt, and infallibly accompliſhed. We 
ſhall there reſemble the Saints we here ad- 
mire ; thoſe Spirits of juſt Men made perfeR, 
as the Scripture i terms them, ſhall be our cons 
ſtant and familiar Company, into whoſe 
blefſed Society we ſhall not only be welcome, 
but encreaſe it; there we ſhall ſee (a Sight 
worthy dying for) that bleſſed Saviour, of 
whom the Scripture does ſo much, and ſo 
_ excellently entertain us, and who having done 
and ſuffered ſo much for us, does ſo highly 
deferve of us, both upon the Score of his in- 
finite Perfections, and upon the Account of 

55 his 


11 50 3 
his ineftimable Babe For in Heaven and 
in Earth, it was and will be his gracious and 
conſtant Employment, to ſhare our Gri efs, 
or impart. to us Joys; 3 and either leſſen our 
Miſeries by his. POO or * encreaſe our 
Heppinck by his F elicity. 

Ne 
1. In s we . not only ſee our ur bleſſed 
1 but probably alſo our Kindred, 
Friends, and Relations, that living W in his 
0 died 1 in * Favour, : 


The Knowledge of 5 Adtions, and 
conſequently Perſons, ſeems requiſite to. the 
Attainment of that great End of God, in the 
Day of Judgment. We may therefore ſafely 
conclude it probable, that we ſhall know each 
other in a Place, whe fince nothing requi: 
fte to Happineſs can be wanting, we may 
we ell ſuppoſe (at leaſt if we can imagine here 
wh t we ſhall think there) that we ſhall not 
want ſo great a Satisfaction, as that of being 
knowingly happy, in our other ſelves, our 
F riends, who ſhall welcome vs thither, and 

rejoyce to ſee us come home to God; nor is 
it unlikely, that our tranſported Souls ſhall 
mutually 


8 
mutually congratulate each other, upon their 
having arrived at that peaceful Haven, where 


Innocence and Delight are inſeparable Com- 


1 of each _ and. each * Re> a 
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The cg 4 our Friends in Heaven, will 


affufe us, that we ſhall — live wich 


chem there. 2 4 | * s | e 


- Nor ſhall we only converſe with Saints and 
Angels, but with thar infinitely more glorious 
Deity, that made them what they are, in 

Heaven we ſhall enjoy (its — * and X 


ſee Him, as He i is. 


th i our neal Joys will be ſo 


numberleſs, and fo immenſe, that we ſhall 
need, as well as have, Eternity itſelf to taſte 


them fully. 


It is reſerved among the Prerogatives of 
being in Heaven, to know how happy we 
ſhall be when there, x 


The 


15 5 3 
his ineſtimable * For in Heaven and 
in Earth, it was and will be his gracious and 
conſtant Employment, to ſhare dur Gri efs, 
ot. impart to us Joys; 5 and either leſſen our 
5 Miteries by his Sufferings, or encreaſe our 
Hp by his Felicity. 


In 8 we e ſhall not « only ſee our ur bleſſed | 
e but probably alſo our Kindred, 
F riends, and Relations, that living N in bis | 
ern died i in op Favour, 


The Knowledge of particular Adtions, and 
conſequently Perſons, ſeems requiſite to. the 
Attainment of that great End of God, in the 

Day of judgment. We may therefore ſafely 
| conclude it probable, that we ſhall know each 
other in a Place, where ſince nothing requi- 
fire to Happineſs can be wanting, we may 

well ſuppoſe (at leaſt if we can imagine here 
what we ſhall think there) that we ſhall not 
want ſo great a Satisfaction, as that of being 
knowingly happy, in our other ſelves, our 
F riends, who ſhall welcome us thither, and 
rejoyce to ſee us come home to God ; nor is 
it unlikely, that our tranſported Souls ſhall 
\ mutually 
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mutually congratulate each other, upon their 


having arrived at that peaceful Haven, where 
Innocence and Delight are inſeparable Com- 
qa of each _ and. each a 1 
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The ſeeing of our Friends in Heaven, will 5 
affute” us, that we ſhall n tive. with 


* chere. 
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3 hall we only converſe with Saints and 


Angels, but with that infinitely more glorious 


Deity, that made them what they are, in 


Heaven we ſhall enjoy (its en 5 od, ans 
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ſee Him, as Hei in. 


* . our F Joys will be ſo 
numberleſs, and ſo immenſe, that we ſhall 
need, as well 2 have, Eternity itſelf to taſte 
them wn | 2 


It is reſerved among the Prerogatives of 
being in Heaven, to know how happy we 
ſhall be when there, 
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Tee eveulaſiing Hativinels 6 of the * ;ghteous 
confiſts in their being placed in a mbſt glo- 
rious and perfect State, free from all Sin, and 
from all Suffering; where they ſhall enjoy all 
the Pleafure and Satisfaction that their Na- 
tures, then vaſtly enlarged, ſhall be capable h 
of; and pats their time in the greateſt Love 
of God, and of one another, that can be ima- 
gined. They ſhall have nothing left to wiſh 
dr deſire of God, whom they ſhall both love 
and ſerve, and praife, with ſuch Rapture and 
Batisfaction, with ſuch Joy to themſelves, as 
well as ſuch Fervour towards God, as no 
Thoughts can conceive, nor is it poſſible for 
us, by any Words to "_ the Greatneſs 
of it. 


How they maintain Communion with us 
we cannot tell. Probable it is that they do 
in general pray for us, as it is certain they 
wiſh well to us. But for ourſelves who are 
yet on Earth; we muſt bleſs God for the 
Grace he was pleaſed to beſtow upon them; 
and by which they were delivered from the 
Sins and Temprations of the evil World, and 


enabled 


„„ ; 
enabled faithfully to ſerve him unto the End: 
We muſt ſet before us their Examples, and 
imitate their Virtues: We muſt account of 
them as living Members of Chriſt's Body ; 
and be not only ready, but defirous, to go to 
them whenever it ſhall pleaſe God to call for 
us. We muſt take care decently to diſpoſe 
of their Bodies; and faithfully to fulfil, as 
much as in us lies, what they have left in 
Truft with us, to be done for them after their 
Departure, 


' 109. The eternal Puniſhments of wicked 
Men in another World, is plainly threatened 
in Scripture in theſe following Texts, Matthew 
XViii. 8. It is better for thee to enter into Life 
halt and maimed, than having two Hands, or 
two Feet, to be caſt into everlaſting Fire. And 
Matthew xxv. 46. The wicked ſhall go into 
everlaſting Puniſhment. And Mark ix. it is 
there three ſeveral times with great Vehemency 
repeated by our Saviour, Where their Werm i 
dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched, And 
2 Thefſ. i. 9. ſpeaking of them that know not 
God, and obey not the Goſpel of his Son, Ie 
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| aid of them, who ſhall be puniſhed with 
everlaſting Deſtruction. 


.. Obſtinacy i is Advantage to our Ene- 
mies, Trouble to our Friends, and. the aſſured 
Overthrow of ourſelves. 


102, Let eyery Creature have your Love. 


Love with its Fruits of Meeckaeſs, Patience, 


and Humility, is all that we can wiſh for 


to ourſelves, and our Fellow Creatures ; for 


this 1s to live in God, united to Him, both for 
Time and Eternity. | 


123. Although the greateſt part of the nu- 
merous Offspring, which hath hitherto pro- a 
ceeded from Adam, be departed out of this 
Life, and are ſeen no more among us; yet 
we muſt not therefore think, that they are 
ceaſed. to be, or to live, for their Souls are as 
much alive in the other World, as we are now 
in this. 


104. What is perfected queer, muſt be 
begun here, 


„ pf 


1 [45] 


"Is 5. Heaven doth require a 9800 Temper 
bf Mind, to qualify us for the Enjoyment of 
ie. and there mult be the Salvation of Grace, 
antecedent td the Salvation of Glory. To 
look for the latter without the former, is to 


think of coming to the End; without Uſe of 


the Means, 


I 06; The prophane Swearer fins for n no- 
thing ; upon no Temptation for no Credit; 
unleſs it be a Credit, not to be believed. 


fection. 


105. There is more ſolid Guriefadiion in 
goo Self-Government, than in all the forced 


ollities and Pleaſures of the World. ” 


109. All Expectation hath ſomething of 


Torment, 


110. if we let our Thoughts go up to the 


more elevated Stations in Life, are they more 


ſeeutely fenced about from Evils by Provi- 


8 1 EF: dence 3 


10. Sincere Intention i is evangelical Per- 
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dence ; or more defended from Uncertainty 
and Unhappineſs than others? Is the Sleep 
of thoſe who poſſeſs them ſweeter, or leſs in- 
terrupted by anxious Cares and Fears than 
that of their Inferiors? or are Diſeaſes and 
Death kept farther and longer from them 
than the meaneſt? Far otherwiſe : the Out- 
ſide indeed is all dazzling and pompous; but 
within, are the Cares, and Perplexities, and 
Unhappineſs naturally attending ſuch Stations; 
nay, were Riches the Inſtruments of Good, 
untainted by any Marks of Miſery.; were 
Grandeur as gay within, as it is 3 with- 
out; yet have the Poſſeſſors no Security from 
Evils of another ſort, and no continuing City 
here. The Diſeaſes and common Calamities 
of Life are ſufficient often to make the whole 
Scene of all theſe united inſipid; and whether 
they do or not, the laſt Enemy muſt come ; 
and to his Force, by the Appointment of God, 
the beſt built Fabrick of human „ 
muſt yield. 8 


1 Good Actions are a Treaſure which 
we carry hence with us; if we are ſecure of 
theſe, it is no matter if the World be negli- 


gent 


[4] 


gent of 1 us, and Poſterity know not that ever 
we had a Being. Our Virtues are immortal, 
and true Honour will be their Recompence, 
an Honour which we ſhall receive from God, 
from holy Angels, and from juſt Men made 


perfect, and which ſhall continue to all Eter- 
A 


112. Death is a Step from a Life of Mi- 
ſery to a Life Life of Peace and Pleaſure, attended 
with no Fears but what are ſwallowed up in 
the bleſſed * of Eternity. 


113. Thouſands there are who poſſeſs all 
the World can give, and yet have nothing to 
enjoy. Others, though they have nothing to 
diſquiet them at preſent, and have all they 
wiſh for, have yet an Art to torment them- 
ſelves, by raifing ſad Proſpects at a diſtance, 
and bringing within their view all the Cala- 
mities, which a warm Imagination can re- 
preſent. 


114. It is ſome Comfort to the afflicted 
Sufferers upon Earth, to the Poor, the Sick, 
the Needy, and Oppreſſed; that Time will 


at 


E 
at length put a period to all their Woes; FRY 
that Place receive them, where the wicked 
ceaſe from Troubling, and where the Weary 
be - reſt. 


115. Worldly Cates and Anxieties muſt be 
torn away from our Hearts ; wie muſt caſt all 
our Care upon God : We muſt remember his 
_ univerſal and particular Providence, that all 
things, the moſt minute, are under the Di- 
rection of infinite Wiſdom: and learn from A 
Knowledge hereof, to be careful for nothing 
uneaſily, anxiouſly, diſtruſtfully careful, but 
in all things by Prayer and Supplication make 
our Requeſt known unto God; and whatever 
may be our Condition in Life, whatever the 
Event of our Labours, we muſt reſign to his 
Omnipotent Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and be 
content in every State, chearfully ſubmitting 
to his good Pleaſure, all whoſe Ways are 
righteous, holy, and true; and who, by 
means that we cannot fathom, cauſeth all 


things to work together for Good to them 
that fear him. PI 


116. 


[47 ] 


116. As the great and diſtinguiſhing Ble. 
ſing of the Chriſtian Religion is the free and 
full Remiſſion of all our Debts and Treſpaſſes, 
ſo the great and peculiar Doctrine of it, is the 
free and full * of all Injuries « on our 


Parts. 


117. In Heaven there will be no Murnwr- 
ing, no Diſcontent; all with one Voice will 
declare, Juſt and Righteous, Holy and True, 
are i thy Ways, O Ring of Saints. 


118, The Day is aka when all will be 
fet clear; then the Poor will ſee why God 
thought fit to place them in that State, rather 
than a more exalted one : and why it was 
beſt for their Souls eternal Good: then the 
Afflicted will ſee, why God thought fit con- 
tinually to chaſtiſe and correct them; and 
Why it was better for them to ſuffer with 
Chriſt, than o enjoy uninterrupted Proſpe- 
rity. 


119. There is no one Duty in Chriſtianity, 
the Practice of which our Savious preſſes upon 
us 


[ 48 ] : 
us more frequently than the Duty of Prayer; 
and there is no one Duty, to which he hath 
added ſo many and ſo great Promiſes, the 
better to incite us to a diligent Performance of 
it. Call upon me in the Day of Trouble, 
faith God, and I will deliver thee, and thou 
ſhalt glorify me, 1 


120. To pray is by the Aſſiſtance and 
Help of the Holy Ghoſt, in the Name and 

Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, with Faith and 
Fervency, to make an humble Repreſentation 
of our Deſires unto God, for thoſe things that 
are according to his Will, with Submiſſion to 
his Pleaſure, and with Reference to his Ho- 


'nour, 


121. We ſhould remember that we are de- 
_ pendent Beings, and ignorant of the Time of 
our Departure hence ; which very Uncer- 
tainty ſhould be a conſiderable Motive to uſe 
this World as not abuſing it, and ſhould take 
off the Edge of our Affections for its Enjoys 
Meents. : 


— 


[49] 


122. Is Pain, Sickneſs, and Loſs, ſo con- 


y w ur And Need, Wenlida, xn Blige. 


ſure ſo amiable to our Nature? here on Earth 


we cannot have one Sort without the other. 


O] my God, make me therefore wiſe unto 
Salvation: that I may always have Pleaſure 


and never. Pain, Health without Danger of 


Sickneſs, an Abyſs of Wealth without Fear 
of Loſs. 


123. Wife and happy is that Man that will 
not be drawn to commit either an indecent or. 


diſhoneſt AR, for Love, Hatred, or Gain. 


124, Hopes from our Innocence. we have 
none, but are forced to have recourſe to the 
Mercy of God, which the Goſpel offers us, 
and aſſures us, that true Repentance ſhall 
never be in vain ; ſhall not only protect us 


from Puniſhment, but ſhall fet open to. us the 


Doors of Life and Immortality, that we may 
dwell in the Prefence of God, as long a8 


Time elf ſhall laſt. 


H 125. 


\ 


30 1 


. 12 5. Fear not, good Man, when Death 
comes, for the good Angels are ready to re- 
ceive thy Soul, and convey it ſafe into Abra- 
ham's Boſom, a Place of the beſt Society and 
Company, where thou ſhalt be gathered 'to 
the Spirits of juſt Men, and familiarly con- 
verſe with thoſe Saints and excellent Perſons, 
whom thou haſt heard of and admired, and 
whoſe Examples thou haſt endeavoured to 
| imitate. 


126. Let us come to the Throne of Grace 
with Hearts full of holy Zeal, and humble 
Modeſty, and unſhaken Perſeverance; in 
Publick, and in Piivate, in the Congrega- 
tion, in our Families, in our Cloſets, in our 
Beds, for no Time, no Place, can be unſea- 


ſonable. 


127. In Peace have many died, and there- 
fore tis certain all may. The whole Secret 
for obtaining tha Peace is an abſolute Refig⸗ 
nation to the moſt High. 


128. 


L $7 7 


128. The 1 of youthful. Pleaſures 
x 6 for Virtue or Religion's Sake, will 
afford a dying Man far higher Joys than their 
Fruition would ever have afforded him. 


129. Whatever Portion is allotted us, we 
ſhould accept from God's Hand with all pa- 
tient Submiſſion, with perfect Contentedneſs, 
never repining at it, never complaining of it, 
but proceeding on in the Performance of all 
our Duty with undaunted Courage, with un- 


diſturbed e and Satisfaction of 
. 


2 20. „ When | Fan, in oulclres, Cha- 
rity to Men, and Duty to God, ſhall have 
traced out a Way to Heaven; and at the Even 
of our Days we review our Actions, and ſee 
that all is good; then on our Death-Beds we 
ſhall have Reſt and Joy unſpeakable, and 
not only a pleaſing View of the paſt Time, 
but a glorious Proſpe& of an happy N 
to come. 


E 


[532] 


1 73 1. Wuokderer believes in Chriſt Jhall 
receive Remiſſion of Sins; the whole W orld 
is under this conditional Promiſe, not one 
Soul of Man excepted : Be thy Sins more 
than the Sands, greater than Mountains, yet 
thou -haſt no Reaſon, O Sinner, to exclude 
thyſelf from Pardon, for God hath not; only 
— and repent. 


+ =o. If we would i imitate the Prnttiples of 
the holy Saints, we ſhall ever find that they 
governed themſelves by Saint James's Maxim, 
that with them true Religion and undefiled 
was ever thought to be this; In the Faith and 
Fear of God, and in Obedience to his Laws, 
to viſit the Fatherleſs and the Widows in their 
Afflictions; to relieve, as far as in them lay, 
the Misfortunes, and to promote the Happi- 
neſs of Mankind; and to keep themſelves 


unſpotted from the Vices and ae of 
We World. t 


133. If we can reflect, that we were meek 
and humble, ſober, temperate, and chaſte in 
the greateſt Vigour of Youth, and juſt and 

upright 


e ih all out LE: ol ; Ka in he fore 
Trials 6f Affronts and Injuries from others we 
have mg it all with Patience, and z an humble 


Reſignation to the divine Will, without any 


Returns of Revenge : that we did all Acts of 


Chari ty and Mercy \ when Opportunity offered: 
0 theſ 2th the things that will give ſolid Jo oy 


and Comfort to a dying Man; ; it is this will 


= his Conſcience ſpeak Peace to him, 
though it were in the midſt of Racks and 
Torments, and fill his Soul with ſo much 
Sweetnels atid Complacence, with ſuch Joys 
and Tranſports, that no Expreſſion can reach 


4 


them; they have fo much of Heaven in 


hem, that it cannot enter into the "Thoughts 


of any, but thaſe blefled departing Souls who 
enjoy it; and from that Peace of Conſcience 


which they here enjoy, they will be tranſ- 
lated to that Place, where they ſhall reign in 


the full and 2 Perfection of the r of 


God. 


134. Heaven i is the Receptacle or Place of 


Abode for the Souls of departed Saints, im- 


mediately upon their Separation from the 
Body ; if when abſent from the Body, we 


ſhall 
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ſhall be preſent with God, the Souls of de: 


parting Saints muſt be "received into that 
Heaven where he i 8 


* 

* ate 
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135. It Sul be better, e even n for hoſe I o as 
who are the moſt proſperous, when we ſhall 
leave this World, in what way ſoever We 


ſhall be taken, than | it can be while we. con- 
tinue here. 


i © gs 


1 136. He whoſe Soul repoſes on "thi firm | 
Truft in God, like the Halcyon that builds 
on the Waves, if Storms ariſe may be toſſed, 
but not endangered; or grant the worſt, thoſe 
tumultuous Billows that devour others, rock 
him to Reſt eternal. 


I "A The juſt and righteous, the good and 
merciful God requires no more of us, in or- 
der to our eternal Happineſs, than what he 


gives us Time and Power, Opportunity and 
Ability to perform here. 


1 Why ſhould we lament the End of 


that Life, which we are aſſured i is the Begin- 8 
ning of Immortality, _ 


139. 


1 


139. A Reſtleſſneſs in Men's Minds to be 
ſomething they are not, and have ſomething 
wy? have not, is the Root of all Immora- 


li ty, 


140. The fhorteſt way to be rich, is not 
by enlarging our Eftates, but by contracting 
our r Defires, 


we In al the Changes and Chances of 
this World, let thy Will be entirely refigned 
to God. Every Creature is and ought to be 
entirely at his Diſpoſal, 


142. The Contempt of Riches is the great- 

eſt of Treaſures, devout Prayer the moſt de- 
lcious Entertainment, Alms the moſt prevail- 

ing Advocate at the Throne of Grace, Self- 
Denial the moſt exalted Pleaſure, and the 
Conqueſt of ill Habits the moſt glorious 
Triumph. 


143. He ſhall never truly enjoy his prefent 
Hour, who never thinks on his laſt, — 
144. 
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144. To contain Anger from wa you 
gu have ſpecial Caution +: : 


Firſt, of extreme With of Words, 


_ Secondly, that in Anger yau reveal na Se- 
grets. N 8 


145. Riches and Power invite the Smooth- 
neſy of Flattery, but check the Freedom of 
true Friendſhip. | 


146. Ie is the Glory, of Philoſophy to raiſe 
Men above the Misfortunes of Life, to teach 
them to look with Indifference upon the Plea- 
ſures of the World, and to. ſubmit with manly 
Courage and a ſteady Mind to thoſe Calami- 


ties, which no Care can prevent, and which 
no Concern can cure. 


147. If God ds Sickneſs for thy Por- 
tion, never dare to imagine that uninterrupted 
Health would be more advantageous : He or- 
ders all the Particularities, all the Changes of 
thy Life, with a Vigilance that nothing can 

clude, 


1 


clans: with a Goodneſs that endureth for. 
ever; reſt ſatisfied that whatever is » the _ 
Ae of Heaven is right and — 

I 48. When i it is becomds your Wuült to bey 
God no Diſpenſation of Providence will 
immoderately diſquiet you: Relief in Afflic- 
tions comes not always when it is moſt de- 
ſired, but when it is moſt fit; and when that 
is, he that hath at once all preſent, paſt, 
and futase Things in his Proſpect, is fitteſt to 
determine. 


149. Whatever feems to provide for our 
Neceſſities, let us acknowledge all this comes 
from the Providence of God, who commands 
his Angels to be miniſtring Spirits, Guards, 
and Centinels about us ; what God gives is 
for our Comfort, what he denies or takes 
away is for our Trial. Whatſoever comes to 

paſs we may look up to God, and if it be 
good acknowledge it with Praiſe, if evil bear 
it with Patience, | 


159. Since we are under the Care of one, 
who is wiſer than we, let us leave it to him 
1 — 
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to chooſe both his own Times, and his own 
Proportions, and be very confident that when 
we have done our part, he will not fail to 


give not only the thing that is beſt, but i in the 
Seaſon that is beſt for us, 


5. 51 A quiet and contented Mind is the 
ſupreme Good, the utmoſt Felicity Man is 
capable of in this World; and the maintain- 
ing ſuch an uninterrupted Tranquility of Spirit, 
is the very Crown and Glory of Wiſdam. 


152. Providence is pleaſed to ſee great and 


noble Souls ſtruggling with Difficulties, and 


often defers their Reward, that it may be 
one by Delay, 


I53. Virtue is a celeſtial Shield again every 
Evil of human Life. 


154. In the degree wherein we amend our 
Tempers and our Ways, are ceaſing to do 
evil, and learning do well, increaſing in 
Virtue, and abounding in the Fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs, in the ſame degree we are promo- 


ting our true Happineſs, 


4 155 
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155. Many a Care attends Greatneſs 3 no 
Crown:i iS without Thorns: 


156. The Troubles of holy Minds ul 
ever in n Comfort. 


1 £7; God doth as well ſet bd to our 
Eſtates, as to our Statures ; and of ourſelves 
we can as little add one Penny to that, as one 


Cubit to this. 


I 58. If + we had no Faults ourſelves; we | 
ſhould not take ſuch pleaſure in obſerving 
thoſe of others. 


159. There are three Ways for a Man to 
revenge himſelf of 2 cenſorious World; to 
deſptſe it; to return the like; or to endea- 
vour to live ſo as to avoid it: the firſt of 
theſe is uſually pretended ; the laſt is almoſt 


impoſſible ; ; the univerſal F is for the 
ſecond. 


160. The Effect of Happineſs beſt diſco- 
vered by Good-Humour and Satisfaction 
within. „„ - 8 


. 
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161. Coolneſs of Temper and Blood, and 
conſequently of Defires, the great Principle” 
of all Virtue. 


162. Induſtry to get, and Frugality to 
keep, are the infallible worldly : means to raiſe 


it Fortunes. 


15 * ker our Thoughts and Actions to- 
wards God be pious, to our Neighbour cha- 
ritable, towards ourſelves ſober, and our pre- 


ſent Life will be peaceable, our Memory 


praifed, and our Happineſs eternal. 


164. We 3 not to ſtretch either our 
Legs, or our Hopes, to a THINK they cannot 
reach, 


165 Is it not a deplorable Caſe, and to 
a Chriſtian Country a, great Reproach, that 
great Care ſhould be taken to puniſh Wic- 


kedneſs, and little or none to prevent it. 


166, It is worth our while to contemplate. 
ourfelves, and others, and all the things of 
L 2 this 


t & : 
this World, before we leave Ga, thro! 80 | 


Medium of pure, and, if 1 — ſay ſo, of 
undefiled Reaſon. | 


16). Our natural and real Wants are con- 
fined to narrow Bounds, whilſt thoſe which 


Fancy and Cuſtom create are confined. to 
„ FFF 


3 
168. There is not any Benefit ever ſo great 
or glorious in itſelf, but it may be exceedingly 


ſweetened and improved by the Manner of 
conferring i _—- 


$4 TY It is in Life as in Wine, he that has 
it good, muſt not draw it to the laſt Dreg. 


170. The Goſpel, though it makes favour- 
able Allowances to human Infirmities, and 
accepts of humble Repentance and honeſt 
Endeavours, yet holds no Fellowſhip, makes 
no Compoſition or Truce with the worldly 
and ſelfiſh Affections; it requires of all thoſe 
who would hope and expect a Reward here- 
after, to ſet their Affections, not on Things 
below, but on Things above, that the Heart 
6 and 
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and the Treaſure may J in the ſame 
Place. 


171. To mortify all our inondinate Appe- 


tites and Deſires, to deny ourſelves the ſinful 


Vanities and Pleaſures of this Life, for the 
Promiſes of an unknown Happineſs in the 
next World, is our myſtical Dying to this 
World, leaving our native Country, and fol- 


lowing God into a ſtrange and unknown 


Land. 


172. Happy is the Man who can bear up 
againſt Afflictions, and with an undiſturbed 
Mind ſubmit to thoſe Evils, which no Sorrow 


can eaſe or 9 


173. We are born to Miſery, and we mult 


die to be hapyy. 


174. As we are obliged to pray unto God 
for all that we want, and to hope for eternal 
Salvation from him; ſo the holy Scripture 
directs us, to ground all our Hopes of Happi- 


neſs upon the Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to offer up all our Prayers in his Name, 


as 


1 


28 hoping only for his ſake to be accepted, 
who is our only Mediator and Interceſſor 
with God, 


175. Since the End to which God deſigns 
all Men is eternal Happineſs in another Life, 
to a Capacity for which we are again, after 
our Fall, reſtored by Jeſus Chriſt, it follows, 
that we ought not to do any thing whereby 
we may miſs of this End, but that the whole 
Courſe of our Actions and Endeavours ſhould 
ever be bent on the Purſuit of it. 


176. No Man will ever be diligent in the 
Purſuit of any thing of which he ſeldom 
thinks, and rarely conſiders the Benefit of 
obtaining, and the Evil of miſſing it: If there- 
fore we are obliged to be diligent in our En- 
deavours after eternal Happineſs ; we ought 
to make the Joys of Heaven and the Tor- 
ments of Hell the Subject of our frequent 
Thoughts and Meditations. 


177. What a mighty Privilege is Man born 
to, ſince tis in his power not to do any thing 
but what God Almighty, approves, and to 

1 1 
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be ſatisfied with all tho Diſtributions of Pro- 
: vidence. | 


178. The beſt Proviſion for a happy Life, 
is to praRtiſe Honeſty in good earneſt, and to 
| ſpeak Truth from the very Soul of you; and 

when you have done this, live eaſy and 
chearful, and crowd one good Actlon fo 
cloſe to another, that there may not be the 


leaſt empty or inſignificant Space between 
them. | 


179. How unacquainted is that Man with 
the World, and how ridiculous does he ap- 
pear, that makes a Wonder of "oy thing he 
meets with here. 


1 89, ; Pets generally deſpiſe 8 they 
fatter, and cringe to thoſe they would gladly 


overtop ; fo that Truth and Ceremony are 
two things. 


181. Confider the Satisfactions of Life 
ſingly, and examine them as they come up; 
and then aſk yourſelf, if Death is fuch a ter- 
rible thing in taking you from them. 

i = 182. 
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182, That's beſt for every Man which 
God ſends him; and the Time of his ſend- 
ing too is always a Circumſtance of Advan- - 
tage. | 


183. Don't diſturb yourſelf about the Irre - 
gularities of other People, but let n bog : 
Fault lie at their own doors. 


184. Omiſſions, no leſs than Commiſſions, 
are oftentimes Branches of Injuſtice. 


185. Men are born to be ſerviceable to 
one another; therefore either reform the 
World, or bear with | it. 


186. As to good Fortune, take it without 
Pride, and reſign it without Reluctance. 


187. Death is conſidered as à moſt ſove- 
reign Evil, as the greateſt of Misfortunes, by 
one in flouriſhing Circumſtances, and in the 
Bloom of Years, and in Vigour of Conſtitu- 
tion. A State of Affluence is ſo engaging, 
and has ſo many Charms and Endearments, 


K chat 


that it ſteals Men's Affections, ad binds thoſe 


Chains more ſtrongly, which faſten them to 
the Earth and their mortal Priſons ; and when 
Death approaches to break and diſſolve them, 
the ungrateful Proſpe& gives Horror and Un- 
eaſineſs; and the faſter the earthly Knot was 
tied; the greater will be the Pain and Un- 
willingneſs at the Separation. 


On the contrary, to one in Poverty, ſunk 


with Misfortunes, and overwhelmed with 


Grief, or to the Perſon ſtooping under the 


. Burden of Old Age, Death is eſteemed as the 
11 05 End of all Pain and Miſery, and as a ſeaſon- 


able Relief and Good. As nothing ties him 
to the Earth, he looks upon Death, eſpecially 
the good Man that is departing, with a com- 
poſed Countenance, and his Approach to it ĩs 
attended with Hope and Pleaſure ; he confi- 
ders it as the Haven of his ſhattered Bark, as 
the final Period of all his Vexations; and the 
agreeable Paſſage to a better and more wel- 
come Life ; as it really is to thoſe that die in 
the Lord. 


The 


1E 


The G we ſhould draw, and the 
Uſc we ſhould make of the Remembrance of 
Death, which will unavoidably intrude itſelf 
into all Breaſts, is not to ſhrink from it ab- 
| jectly, but to reconcile ourſelves to it, to fa- 
miliarize the Thoughts of it by Meditation and 


Reflection, and to prepare for it by dying - 
4 to the World. 1 


is what Time or 3 ſoever che Righ 
teous depart, their Death ought not to be 
conſidered as a perſonal Misfortune, fince God 
fixes them in a Place of Reſt and Repoſe, free 
from the Temptations as well as Troubles and 
Inquietudes of Life, waiting with a holy Im- 
patience for farther Degrees of Happineſs, 
The Prophet Iſciab hath the ſame Reflection, 
that righteous and merciful Men are taken 


away from the Evil to come, and ſhall enter 
into Peace, Tvu. 1. 


By che Righteous Join 5 ny 
Death, we are. not to underſtand his being 
furprized by Death when he leaſt thought of 
it; for the good Man can never properly 

„ ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking be ſurprized; he is always on the 
watch, prepared and ready to leave the 
World, and appear before God; his Death 
may be indeed ſudden or haſty, but not care- 
leſs or ungnarded. 


188. There is nothing in Nature more a- 
miable than the Character of a truly good 
Man; a Man whoſe principal Buſineſs and 
Pleaſure is to make all Men eaſy, with whom 
he has any Concern, in the preſent Life; and 
to promote, as far as in him lies, their Hap- 
pincks | in that which! is to come. 


of all Characters that of Goodneſs is the 
moſt lovely, and approaches neareſt to the 
Similitude of a divine Perfection. God is the 
Fountain of Goodneſs, from which flows all 
the Happineſs in the whole Creation ; and 
there is no one Perfection in the Divine Na- 
ture, which it is ſo much our Duty and our 
Glory to imitate. He who moſt excels in this 
particular Character, has the moſt of the Di- 
vine Likeneſs, that Man in this mortal State 
can poſſibly arrive at. What this Goodneſs 
conſiſts in is deſcribed by the Prophet Micab, 


vi. 


690 


vi. 8. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what 


is good; and what the Lord requires of thee, 


to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God. 


I 189. The bleſſed Station of Saints all An- 


gels, thoſe Regions of Light and Joy; where 


they die no more, but live immortally to God 
and to all the glorified Company. Heaven 


without Communion and Society would loſe 


half its Reliſh ; they compoſe a celeſtial Choir, 


perpetually celebrating the Praiſes of God in 


Hallelujahs of Gladneſs and Devotion. Each 
Soul has its living Spring, an Ebullition of its 
own Joy, inceſſantly receiving from and add- 
ing to the general Happineſs. As all receive 
without meaſure from the ſame Fountain of 


Light; ſo one happy Soul reflects to another 


reciprocal Rays of Pleaſure and Amity. 


190. As we are obliged to do whatſoever God 
commands, and patiently to ſuffer whatſoever 
he, in his Providence, ſhall think fit to lay or 
inflict upon us; ſo, for the ſame Reaſons, are 
we certainly bound to continue in this, both 
doing and patiently ſuffering, until ſuch time 

as 


- tm) 
as he ſhall be Pleaſed of his own Will, to frea 
and diſmiſs us from it. From whence it fol- 
lows, that no Man ought, upon any account, 
to lay violent Hands upon himſelf, or volun- 


tarily contribute to the Shortening of his own 
life. ; | 


_ 191 God has 1 in Tk all Right; a primary 
Right, to demand the Obedience of his Crea- 
tures ; a ſecondary Right, to puniſh the Dil- 
obedient, in order to the Reclaiming of him; 
and the Right of Pardon, becauſe Puniſhment 
is God's Reſerve, and for farther Security of 
hp Creatures Obedience. 
192. Wy 7 Confidence. in God will 
produce 3 inthe Minds of good Men an inward 
Tranquility and Peace, free from thoſe. dif- 
quieting Paſſions and tormenting Sorrows that 
work Death, and thoſe diſpiriting Fears and 
Diſcouragements, which are the moſt un- 
happy as Well as andutiful State we can be.i in. 
And therefore not only with reſpect to the 
other World, but even with regard to this 
Life, they may be pronounced truly bleſſed 
who put their Truſt | in God ; having a well 
grounded 


Et Y 
grounded Perſuaſion of hs W F elicity re- 


ſerved for the Righteous hereafter, which 


they themſelves hope for from the Teſtimony 
of their own Conſcience concerning their Sin- 


cerity ; and acquieſcing with Pleaſure in that 


Diſpoſition of Things, which the wife and 
good Governor of the World has appointed 
(however uneaſy ſome Events may be at pre- 
ſent) they enjoy Equanimity in all the Viciſ- 


fitudes of Time, and poſſeſs their Souls in Par 


tience without Diſcontent. 


193. Since God is the moſt excellent and 


perfect, and conſequently the moſt worthy of 
all Beings that are or can be; from hence it 
will follow, that we ought to honour him 


with the greateſt Honour that may be. Now 
to honour any Perſon is, in other Words, in- 


wardly to eſteem, and outwardly to ſhew 
our Reſpect to him. Our inward Eſteem of 
God confiſts in 'a due Acknowledgement of 
his Being and Attributes ; and our outward 


Reſpect to him is to be ſhewn, as well by ab- 


ſtaining from all Actions, which may favour 


of any Neglect or Irreverence towards him, 


as is by R all ſuch as may appear to be 
ſuitable, 


- 
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| ſuitable, both to his own Excellency, and our 
e upon _ 


I 194. Since every « gin is an Offence both 
againſt a gracious and a powerful God, and 


of very dangerous Conſequence to the Perſon 


who commits it; and ſince nothing ęan poſ- 
fibly be concealed from God, it follows, that 
we ought to be deeply concerned, and truly 
ſorrowful for every Sin which we commit; 
and by no means to palliate or frame Excuſes 


for them, but freely to own and confeſs them - 


to him. But the Truth of this Sorrow is not 


to be meaſured by the Paſſionateneſs of it, or 


the Tears which it produces (which tho' ſome- 
times good Signs, yet too often produce but 
little Effect) but by the hearty Reformation 
of Life that follows: and he only can be ſaid, 


to any purpoſe, either to be ſorry for his Sins, 
or to confeſs them to God, who is careful 


for the time to come to forſake them. 


195. In order to our Being as like God, 
as *tis poſſible we ſhould be, in his moral 
Goodneſs, it is neceſſary that our Obedience 


to the Commandments of God ſhould be im- 


partial 
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partial and univerſal; that we ſhould not con- 


tent ourſelves (as People generally are apt to 
do) with doing ſome things well, but ſhould 


be careful to the utmoſt of our power, to do 
every thing ſo; that as he who hath called us 


is holy, ſo ſhould we alſo be holy in all 
manner of Converſation ; which, if we fin- 
cerely endeavour to be, we may then be ſa- 


tisfied, that we do all that is required of us; 


and that our Services, tho” not fo perfect as 


they ought to be, ſhall yet be graciouſly ac- 
cepted by God, according to thoſe Words of 


the Pſalmiſt, Pſalm cxix. 6. Then ſhall I not 


be aſhamed, when I have reſpe& unto all thy 


Commandments. 


196. How bleſſed a State is it to enjoy a 


Calm, whilſt the World around us is failing 


in a Storm ? To ſet free from the Thomas | 


of Anger and Revenge ; while others burn 


with Reſentment and Indignation ? To have 
the Mind at Liberty to N into itſelf, and to 
look up with Pleaſure to its great Creator, 
whilſt others ſacrifice both their Reaſon and 
their Religion to the Tranſports of Paſſion? 


It is this happy Temper alone, that can bring 


K = = 
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us to expect our great Change with any Sa- | 


tisfaction. How happy. a Condition will it 
be to be found at peace with ourſelves 1 


the World, when our great Maſter ſummons 


us to appear? and who would not dread to 
be called from Quarrels, Contentions, and 


Strifes, to ſtand before the i FORGET we 
God ? 

197. We are ſoon to go off the Stage to a 
Region of Peace and Love, where Malice and 
Envy cannot follow us: He to whom our In- 
tegrity is known will pardon all our Frailties, 


and will deal with us according to our fincere 


Endeavours; from whoſe Hand we may ex- 


pect to receive the more entire Reward, the 


leſs of it we receive from Men. 


198. Since God 1s preſent in all Places, and 
knows all, even the moſt ſecret Things; and 


therefore cannot poſſibly be deceived or im- 


poſed on; we ſhould on this Conſideration 
be very watchful and careful, upon all Occa- 
fions, how we behave ourſelves in his Pre- 
fence: And methinks it is a moſt ſhameful 
and deplorable thing, that Men commonly 


ſcruple 


* 
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{cruple not to do thoſe things in the Sight of 
God, which they would be afraid or aſhamed 


ſhould be knowh, or even Were of TO 
8885 Men n like themſelves, 


199. The W which h God requires to be 


performed on our part, in order to Life ever- 
laſting, are apparent, and can be no more but 
to believe thoſe Truths which he has made 
known, which is called Faith; and to obſerve 
' thoſe Precepts which he has commanded, 
which is called Obedience : and theſe things 


are required of no Man beyond the Meaſure 


of Poffibility. And the holy Scripture does 
moſt fully aſſure us, that God will in them 
| make a very ſufficient Allowance for the Ig- 
norance and Frailty, and even for the Per- 


verſeneſs of our Nature, and will not only be 


merciful unto our Weakneſſes and ordinary 


Failings, but will pardon and forgive even our 
greateſt and moſt wilful Sins, upon our true 


and hearty Repentance, which is Part of our 


Obedience. 


200. He that conſtantly and devoutly prays 
to God, beſt ne the Nature of Prayer, 
and 


—— — — —— — — — ae 


Occurrences of Life; chan it can be by the 
critical Confideration of the beſt Commenta- 
tors: alone. And he that thus addrefles him- 
ſelf to his Father which is in Heaven, with a 
dutiful Refignation, and filial Truſt, has greater 


ſatisfactory Aſſurance and inward Peace, than 


the Children of this World can imagine, or 
he himſelf expreſs. 


CONCLUSION. 


The Event of all will be this; after having 
done, or endeavoured to do, to the utmoſt 


of our power, the Will of God ; and having 
paſſed thro? our preſent State of Tryal, we 
ſhall be removed into a better World, and 


there ſhall perfect in Glory, that which we 
begun in Weakneſs. 
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"fd perceives the Uſe: 1 Comfort ref ü 5 more % 
than thoſe who make br hear long Diſcourſes 

on tt; the Meaning of the Lord's Prayer is 
better underſtood by ſaying it devoutly, reve- 
rently, and attentively, with Dependance on 
the divine Goodneſs, in reference to the daily 
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